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A quote from Pope Francis:

“We usually think of the works of mercy individually and in relation to a specific
initiative: hospitals for the sick, soup kitchens for the hungry, shelters for the
homeless, schools for those to be educated, the confessional and spiritual direction
for those needing counsel and forgiveness. But if we look at the works of mercy as a
whole, we see that the object of mercy is human life itself and everything it
embraces. Life itself, as “flesh”, hungers and thirsts; it needs to be clothed, given
shelter and visited, to say nothing of receiving a proper burial, something none of
us, however rich, can do for ourselves. Even the wealthiest person, in death,
becomes a pauper; there are no removal vans in a funeral cortege. Life itself, as
“spirit”, needs to be educated, corrected, encouraged and consoled. We need others
to counsel us, to forgive us, to put up with us and to pray for us.”

-- Jubilee for Priests, June 3, 2016

Editor’s note: We can send you a biweekly email alert with content from The
Francis Chronicles. Follow the directions on our email alert signup page.
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