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Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, the papal almoner, speaks with a worker from Team
Humanity as he visits the Hope and Peace Center for refugees near the Moria
refugee camp on the Greek island of Lesbos May 8, 2019. Krajewski has offered to
pay the electricity bill after apparently reconnecting shut-off electricity at a building
housing migrants in Rome. (CNSVatican Media)
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Back in Rome less than 24 hours after visiting refugees in camps in Greece, Cardinal
Konrad Krajewski turned on some lights and found himself being threatened by
Italy's deputy prime minister.

The cardinal, who distributes charity on behalf of Pope Francis, went at 10 p.m. May
11 to a state-owned building in Rome where more than 430 people – including more
than 100 children – have set up housekeeping.

They have occupied the building since 2013, but on May 6 the electric company cut
service, leaving the occupants without lights, without hot water and without
functioning refrigerators.

Asked if it was true that he personally lifted a manhole cover and climbed down to
reconnect the building to the power main, Krajewski told the newspaper, Corriere
della Sera, "It was a special situation. Desperate. I repeat I assume all the
responsibility."

Matteo Salvini, deputy prime minister of Italy, told a crowd at a rally May 12 that the
occupants of the building owed the electric company 300,000 euros (about
$337,000) and he would be sending the cardinal the bill.

"I'll pay it. No problem," the cardinal told the newspaper. "And if one arrives, I'll pay
a fine as well."

The Vatican, through Krajewski's office, had been assisting the residents for some
time, regularly sending food and medicine as well as doctors.

"The absurd thing is that we are in the heart of Rome," Krajewski told the paper.
"These are families who don't have anywhere to go, people who struggle to survive."
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The question people should be asking, he said, is not who will pay the electric bill,
but why there are more than 400 people, including small children, living like that.
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